PETWORTH HOUSE
CASE STUDY
CLIENT:

NATIONAL TRUST
Petworth House, Petworth, UK

SECTOR:

Historic Buildings

PROJECT:

FireMaster® Active Fire Curtain Barrier

APPLICATION: Compartmentation and Openings in
Walls

LEADING THE WAY IN FIRE PROTECTION

COOPERS FIREMASTER ®
PROTECTS PETWORTH HOUSE
WHAT WAS THE CLIENT LOOKING FOR?
Petworth House in Petworth, West Sussex, England,
is a late 17th-century mansion, set within beautiful 283
hectares of deer park land that was landscaped by
‘Capability’ Brown. The house contains the finest and
most prized collection of the National Trust’s artwork by
artists such as Turner, Van Dyck, Reynolds and Blake.
The site was previously occupied by a fortified manor
house founded by Henry de Percy, the 13th-century
chapel and undercroft both of which still survive.
The chapel is connected to the main house by a long
corridor with a staircase to a viewing gallery. There
was previously a fire shutter installed at the entrance
to the viewing gallery that did not sufficiently act as a
compartmentation barrier to prevent the spread of fire into
the chapel and the nearby historic showroom containing
many priceless paintings and sculptures.

“

Coopers have an excellent track
record for working sympathetically
to protect historic buildings similar to
Petworth House, and it was this that gave
us the confidence and peace of mind to
use them
BENEFITS

”

FireMaster® is designed to prevent the spread of
fire which is activated by a fire or heat detector, thus
providing an effective method of compartmentalising
built environments. Active fire curtain barriers are
often installed, protecting openings, particularly where
fire doors cannot be made in the size required in this
instance.

HOW DID COOPERS HELP?
Coopers were commissioned to manufacture and install
an active fire curtain barrier to replace the existing fire
roller shutter that, in the event of fire, would deploy and
prevent the spread of fire from the connecting corridor
into the chapel viewing gallery, the chapel and the
historic showroom.
Coopers installed their FireMaster® at the entrance to
the viewing gallery on the first floor that was specifically
designed to compartmentalise the spread of fire from
the northern end of the house into the Chapel.

Coopers have experience in working in other historic
buildings in particular with English Heritage sites such
as Royal households and similar buildings and are
therefore sympathatic to the restraints as well as the
importance that an old listed building presents.
The completed FireMaster® was installed with
recessed guides and the headbox hidden above the
ceiling line. Until deployed, it is very inconspicuous.

KEY BENEFITS
• Prevents the spread of fire
• Patented true TOTAL gravity fail-safe (TGFS)
closes without the need of any consumable
power supply
• Certified independent third party product
accreditation
• Certified independent third party installers
accreditation
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